
SCENE FROM  “THE HORSE WHISPERER” 

ANNIE 
It‟s a whole other world you have going on here.  It 
just goes along, doing what it has to.  And you‟re a 
part of it, you just wake up and, and there you are…  
And everything that seems like life or death 
someplace else…doesn‟t affect any of this one bit. 
How long did you live here with your wife? 

TOM 
Five years.  My son was born here. 

ANNIE 
Son? 

TOM 
Yeah.   I haven‟t seen him in a while.  He used to 
come to the ranch over summers, but then he started 
having friends and was going off to college, so… 
good boy, Hal… lives in New York near his mom. 

ANNIE 
How did you meet her? 

TOM 
College.  In Illinois.  She was playing the cello.  I 
hadn‟t heard cello music growing up.  She had the 
reddest hair, the bluest eyes.  When she played, it 
was…  She was the most beautiful thing I‟d ever 
seen. 

ANNIE 
Why didn‟t it work out?   

TOM 
She was never really happy here.  She did the best 
she could.  Grace told me you have a country house in 
Connecticut.  Sounds like a beautiful place. 

ANNIE 
It is.  It‟s lovely. 

TOM 
Ever think of moving there full time? 

ANNIE 
We did at one point.  When we thought we‟d have 
more children.  And we tried.  We tried everything, 
but… wasn‟t meant to be. 
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TOM 
I hear that!  See, I knew she was never going to be a 
rancher, but I wanted to try - I thought maybe she‟d 
give music lessons to the kids in town or at the 
school, maybe even recitals.  My son would grow up 
here.  Maybe have one or two more.  I‟d teach „em 
what I could.  They‟d play with my brother‟s kids.  All 
grow up together.  And even if they all decided to go 
out into the world, they‟d always know where home 
was – „cause we‟d keep it for „em… 

ANNIE 
That‟s very important to you, isn‟t it?  Home. 

TOM 
Yeah, I think it is.  And I don‟t mean everybody‟s got 
to be married, have kids – It‟s more like, knowing 
where you‟re from, where you belong, what feeds 
you, where you can go no matter what happens…   
Knowing what you‟re supposed to be doing while 
you‟re here. 

ANNIE 
How did you find out all that? 

TOM 
I got lost. 


